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Immigration officials plan to conduct 25,000
on-site inspections in fiscal 2010.
By Patrick Thibodeau
December 21, 2009 06:00 AM ET

Computerworld - U.S. immigration officials are taking H-1B
enforcement from the desk to the field with a plan to conduct 25,000
on-site inspections of companies hiring foreign workers during the
government's current fiscal year.

That would mark a nearly fivefold increase in inspections over the
previous year, when U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services officials
conducted 5,191 site visits. The federal fiscal year begins Oct. 1.

USCIS Director Alejandro Mayorkas disclosed the upgraded
enforcement plan in a letter to Sen. Charles Grassley (R-Iowa), a co-
sponsor with Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) of federal legislation aimed at
increasing H-1B program enforcement.

In the letter, released by Grassley last
month, Mayorkas said the agency
began a site visit and verification
program in July to check on the validity
of H-1B applications.

Mayorkas, a former federal prosecutor
who was recently appointed to the
immigration post by President Barack
Obama, told Grassley that the
inspections aim to determine "whether
the location of employment actually
exists and if a beneficiary is employed
at the location specified, performing the
duties as described, and paid the salary
as identified in the petition."

The immigration agency moved to boost
enforcement of H-1B laws after an
internal study released about a year
ago disclosed widespread violations of
H-1B rules by employers. The study
found that one in five visas involved
either fraud or "technical violations."

The increased enforcement comes after filings for H-1B visas started to
grow in October, following a lull of several months.

Immigration attorneys said the renewed H-1B demand may be a sign
that the economy is improving as companies seek to hire foreign IT
professionals, including developers of electronic games and other
products.

From last summer into September, applications for H-1B visas had
flatlined at about 45,000 petitions. But demand rebounded in October,
and the USCIS reported that fiscal 2010 visa petitions had reached
61,100 by Dec. 4.
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The annual cap for H-1B visas is 65,000.

Immigration attorneys project that the H-1B cap for the current fiscal
year should be reached by early 2010, far later than in recent years,
when the pool of available visas was consistently exhausted within
days of the April 1 start of the filing period.

Randall Sidlosca, an immigration attorney in the Miami office of law
firm Fowler White Burnett PA, noted that some of his clients plan to
ramp up operations in 2010, and he believes an improving economy is
behind the increase in H-1B petitions.

However, data released last week by the USCIS showed that during
fiscal 2009, some U.S. companies, including Microsoft Corp., Intel
Corp. and IBM, continued to hire people under H-1B visas despite
cutbacks in their own staffs and an overall decline in IT employment.

The year-end USCIS data also showed that some major Indian IT
services firms cut back on their H-1B use as the economy softened.

For instance, Infosys Technologies Ltd. received only 440 visas -- less
than 10% of the 4,559 it received in fiscal 2008. Meanwhile, Wipro Ltd.
topped the fiscal 2009 list with 1,964 visas; that's about three-fourths
the number it got the year before.
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